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., .. Accounts of. being whizzed off 
- - ---� to_ 'spa�e ships and examined by 

. alien creatures. are on the rise. 
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David Jacobs of 'Femple teaches': course on UFOs. 
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.. of UF 'abdUCtiOll'S; 

Cover of Stneoer's new book. 

w h o o s h 1 n g  noise 
a w ake ned Whitley 
Stneber to hiS upstate 
:-<ew York cabm on 
the wght after Chnst­
mas 1985. He sat up ID 

bed. The burglar alarm glowed 
armed and undiSturbed. His wtfe. An­
me. slept peacetully bestde hlm. His 
dog, beneath tb.e bed. didn't snr. 

Then. slowly, the bedroom door 
begat: to open. 

The next momiDg, Stneber. 41. re­
membered notb.1n� unusuaL 

But tn the next few days he Wll!l 

pla��;ued by dtsturbmg· 1mages: tm· 
ages of 1loann11; out of the room and 
above the :reetops. naked and para­
lyzed: of betn� exammed by J.foot· 
tall gray creatures With hu�e dark 
eyes who mserted a hatrltke prot>e 
into hiS bratn. lma�e:'J that led- the 
best-sellmg author to quesnon hiS 
samty. 

Strteber's search for answers led 
h1m to a :-<ew York City support 
group of about 50 people who re­
poned stmllar abductions and ex-

ammanons 'ly small gray creatures 
with bulbous heads and lummous 
black eyes. The group. whtch In­
cluded cops end lawyers. doctors and 
truckers. a S! ockbroker and a com­
poser. share-! btzarre stones at an 
emononal "a xiuctee party" last year 
in Manhattat.. 

Strteber's s:ory, chronicled in his 
recently putlhshed book, Commu­
nwn. seems tne stuff of supermarket 
tablOids and sctence-ficuon movtes. 
But allen-abducnon reports. and 
books on the subJect. are mcreasmg 
and are bemg taken senously by 
some schollll:;, including Davtd M. 
Jacobs. a hlstr.ry professor at Temple 
Un1vers1ry. 

Jacobs. who wrote a book on the 
hiStory of UFOs. teaches what IS be­
lieved to be the country's only ac­
credited und,,r�raduate course on 
the UFO pheromenon. Last year he 
began mtervtewm�t area residents 
who had rep-lned stmtlar encoun­
ters. !le ts convtnced. he says. that. 
because of thl' real anx1ety reported 
by a growm�t number of "sane peo­
ple," someth:;;g IS happenmg. 

�ere SIJ:thtm�s of UFOs. such as 
that m Novem�-er of a Japanese p1lot 

Whitley Strteber with a painting he says reminds him of an encounter with extraterrestrials.. 

who said a UFO followed him over 
AlaskA whtle he was flytng from Eu­
rope to Japan. are "throwbacks to the 
'SOS" that pale m stgm!tcance to a� 
ducnon reports. Jacobs satd. 

"The amazm� thm�;: about thts ts 
that tt's absolutely 1mposs1ble to ex­
plate what ts happemng to these peo­
ple." Jacobs satd. "There ts no exola­
natlon ID sctence. No explanation tn 
psycllolozy. These are d1soarate mdl· 
vtduals who are telhn� stones tn 
great detail Without �ny knowled�e 
of :he s�b )ect. wnhout �ny knowl· 
edge of anyone tmaJun� s1m1l�r 

cl.a1msl. Thev all sort o! started at ' 
once. they have no ax to gnnd. and 
none of" them ever exhtblled any­
thmg like psychosiS or mental dis­
ease or trauma." 

There ts no evtdence of a mass hoax 
or hallucmatlon. Jacobs satd. 

"We JUSt have scores and scores o! 
cases. �nd they are eo mm� out of the 
woodwork . . \nd they are all talhn� 
the same story, down to the mmutest 
detatls." 

The first reports of modern UFO 
<See UFOS on !I-Ll 
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nxp1·or1ng· a 11 UYT)l or reporL;S 0 "j 
UFOS. 'rom :.L 

�ti(htln�s tn till� o.:uuntr:.- ·.�·en: ��.:· 
corded 1n 1947 llunnl( 1;1..: ·vs .\m�.:r· 
tc;:�n� were llltllalcd bv ··h::rl;:�wns 
Whu made fllrtllnCS SClhnr:; book�. 
photogr:�ph� and musu: about thetr 
encounters wnh ;:�hen "space oroth­
..:rs.'' Jacobs ::.:..Id. F:cccntnc "Prntes­
sor" �n�e \d:�mskt ·1l Cahfurma 
s:11d lltt!e .;cout �·hips to0k htm to :1 
mother shtp. which h<>d elevators 
and a swtmmm � pool. and he met the 
ktng of the moon. 

"lt was horrendo'us. embarr:�ssmg," 
Jacobs satd, ":�nd made ndiculE' seem 
like the ·appropnate response to all 
UFO Witnesses.'' 

The first case to be considered seri­
ously by some scholars was th:�t of 
civtl-nghts acnvist Barney Hill (who 
grew up m Philadelphia ) and his 
wtfe, Betty, a SOCial worker. whose 
tale of abduction from thetr Ports­
mouth. N.H .. home was the subject of 
a Look magazme senes 10 1966. r;:�en 
a book. The InteTTupted Journey, and 
:.1 .novtt!. The UFO lnctdent. 

-:;nr-,er. JU:hor !.l. ,:!ver:�l horror 
oovt:ts, :ncluding The Hunger and 
Wolten. acknowledges that some crit­
ICS wtU ::1smtss C..:mmunioT! as tb.e 
work of a master S[Orytellcr. So he 
pas� " polygrapn I:'Xamm:lf\on by 
.'ied Laurendt. ·:tee presu.!ent of the 
Em�tre St:lle Polygr:�pn Soctety. "to 
;eassurt" readers that l honestly 
thmk that I pcrcetved the thmg.s 
reported m this book." 

Stneber also was exammed by Don­
aid F Klein. director of reseHch at 
the New York State Psych1atnc Insn­
tute and profeS!'or of psychiatry at 
Columbt Umverstty . 

"I have exammed Whitley Stneber 
and found that he ts not suffenng 
from a psychosts. '' '<let:: wrote ID 
Communton. "H..:'' nJt ha!lt•..:m:l:tng 
in a manner char:..::: :!nsuc oo ps}·cho­
sts. 1 also see nu ev1dencl;! of an 
an ·tery state. mood disorder or oer­
sooality disorder. He h:!s apprc>acned 
the dJit!mma of what IS happemng to 
hun 10 n careful and fort hngh t way." 

In the '80s, while reports of UFO 
si�htmgs have leveled off to about 
3SO a year. abducnoo reports are ns­
ing at an "explosive" rate. Jacobs 
sa1d. 

Only 10 years ago. there were per­
haps a dozen reported UFO-abduc­
uon cases. �ow the number IS abour 
300. accordmr;: to Walt�r 1!. r\ndrus 
Jr.. mternauonal director of the 
Texas-based �iutual UFO Network. a 
group of volunteers that records 
UFO repor: 

Anxiety on 1-95 
Cases like that of Deborah John­

son. who lives m South Ph!ladelphta. 
Dnvmg to her home. which was 
then m Bucks County, from her tob 
as markeun� director of n Pn n�:eton. 
:'i.J .. real estate com oany la.>t ::Jll. 
Johnson !who askcu thnt her real 
name not be used) was f!llca Wllh 
dread whenever she drove along a 
particular stretch of lnterstate �S 

otbn .. l 10 rr.ak� '') 11!1 ttf :·nnc :or,. 
·�: ••• .1 It.:'-llh· :')q:lhit;J :;"!\.! • .Jid 

Jo!u:�on. :::. ;n .J rcc ... nt 1ntc�·:1cW. 
''I'm not c:r:lZY. ;Jnd ,. ere I was lt't!ll n� 
an�wus ;:�ix1ut stuptd ::ttlc thu:�s­
J '' retch ttl road :uaJI �otnr;: up a 
:a:nt ol st<�trs ;Jt home ..

. 

�0hnson und.::-went hvLnosts w1th 
Jacu os to SE!i! tf .>he was olocktnr;: any 
tr:lUm<�tlc memones. In a hypnotic 
state. Johnsou tl)ld ol :::1. mctdent 
that ev.!n she found hard to believe. 
She related n UFO's setting down on 
that same stretch of I-95 one mght 
and told of bemg beckoned aboard 
by a tiny, large-headed creature with 
huge black eyes. 

"I had never seen a UFO movie, 
never read a UFO book. I thought It 
was all a lot of baloney," Jotsnson 
satd. "I thought UFOs were the prod· 
uct of three-marttni lunches at. the 
National Enqu1rer ... . I thought I 
was losmg my omd." 

In the last four months. Johnson 
has begun to r�valuate her enure 
life as she •:nkzshed 400 pages 0f 
emotton;�lly char�ed :csnmony of J 
"secret !if�>" ;>re\iOusly unknown to 
her. of bemg abducted by the same 
a!ie:1. Jt ages 6. 1U. 11. 17 and 18. Jnd 
perha!N several ttmes reccr.tly. 

Childhood incident 
W1Je.1 J.1hn..son began to explore 

her unexplamed anxJet} over a .:er­
tato hill 11Ut�1de her nanve Pllts­
burgh. she began only wnh a vague 
memory of an unexplamed after­
noon when she was 6. 

"I was wtth a g1rlfriend. and a!! of a 
sudden we tound ourselves on thlS 
hill. It was fJr away froJr. where we 
used to play - we were not allowed 
to play there. We looked across a 
flel1. and we looked nt these boys 
plavtnr;: baseball. But we didn't Jee 
then :::et on the fie!d. I ccrtatnly 
don t ·emember wa1.;1ng :here."· 

Under hypnosis. Johnsvn recount­
ed betng abducted as a ch1ld by the 

. same large-headed creature she 
would tell of seemg on 1·95 yenrs 
later. of bemg taken aboard a UFO. 
medically exammed 10 a round room 
and returned to the hill wnh no 
consctous memory of what had 
happened. 

"We were lookin� for butterflies at 
the very top of that hill. a bt� h ill . 
and I felt heat on ::-�y b�ck.'' she satd 
10 a recent mterv1ew. recalling what 
she had remembered under hypno­
SIS. "I turned ;�rouna. ;�no there was a 
light on me. I feel famt, dtzzy. The 
next thmg l remember. I'm held tn 
someone's arms. bemr;: taken m l!ke a 
hole. a hatch. In there to the whne 
room. the operzmng room. I keot 
thtnlung. 'Thts IS a dream. I'm crazy. 
I'm s1ck.' There were two humanOids 
there. calmm � me down. They did il 
full exammauon. They started at my 
feet: thCV ''lUChed Wtlh the pads Of 
their fln�ers- �verywhere. my feet. 
my wh:>le Jody Then they d id :1 
gynecolor;:tcal cx;�m. It was very 
upsettmg. ·· 

The � '""""• I "MY HUI'<TOON 

Whitley Strleber, au:hor ��"Communion," a book about aliens. 

Uke many "abductees," John.son's 
accnunts Include bemg nken into a 
nytng saucer and then mto a round 
room. colorless. stenle. with a whtte 
or gray operanng table. Johnson's 
descn ptlon '>f the Jilen t>emgs 
matches the descnptton� provtded 
by otner ".::.bductees " 1:1 case after 
case: tmy tx>d!c!S. large heads, ilO ears 
or noses. sht mouth and huge, pierc­
ing black eyes. Most rep'lrt emaci­
ated bodtes. gray1sh or wh;ush slun. 

As 10 other cases. Jol!nson was 
somehow paralyzed as aliens used a 
needle at the �ck of her neck and 
satd, "We need a little piecl! of you to 
Stl1dy." 

How does a person. ye.ars later, 
com e to bel!eve he or shf was ktd· 
napped by :1n alien? 

For Johnson. the climactic mo­
ment came while watchins; a televt­
stnn talk show. A woman who said 
she had been Jbducted by an extra· 
terrestnal bemg held up a drawmg 
she made ot the alien's face. 

"I screnmed." Johnson sa1d. "I prac­
tically npped the gears olf the TV 
set. shulttng 11 off." 

She contacted the woman. who 
eventually referred her to Budd Hop­
kJos. an nbstract artlSI wh0 has t:>..:en 
mvesug;.ttng UFO reports lor mzmy 
years. 

In his 1981 book. Missinr Ttme. 
Hopkms. 55. was the ftrst to report 
the stmtlar patterns of UFO nbduc-

tions. accordinr;: •o Jacnbs. His 
newest book, Intru :ias: The Increai­
blt: Visitations at Cooley Woods. to be 
published this mor:rh. ts based on 
interv1ev:s wtth r!liJre than 100 ":!b­
•iuctees." :i.SSiSt·�� ">y psycbolo:s:sts. 
�'SycntJtrl�t� :!D·J :Jtl '/SIC18ns. he �fiS 
tr.ve·tn.Jtett :h� "'U.k of reponea 
UFO abduct:nn c.:ses m the country 
and holds ··abdt:ctee:" support·group 
meeungs at hiS New York apartment . 

Some di.<;counted 
Hopkins doesn't believe everyone 

who comes to htm wnh il story of 
alien abducnon. He is cnreful to 
screen out those wtth menta! prob­
lems. 

"When I run into a psychottc -
and I do run tnto them," he says, 
"they are not tcllmg thts kind of 
story. They 're telltng stones of the 
CIA and Jesus and spaccshtos. a bu; 
mishmash . . \s one psycnolo� 1st told 
me. who would even fantasize a 
thmg like this?" 

He wllhholds "kev tnformatton" 
from hts books. sue� :lS an unusual 
destgn that numerous ";Jbductces " 
have reponed :;�emE: on the walls 
tnstde the spaceshiPS. People who 
don't d-;.�cnbe 11 <�ccur:�td_�· <�re sus­
pecT. ; iooK liS �illll. 

":\!:>ductees" Jre most often kid· 
napp..:d tn the m1tlllle of the ntght 
:�na Ice. �tr:ln!.!d\' powcrles� and im· 
mobt llZCtl. rhc 'abll!.IC!OrS �ccm tO 

mean no hilrl'!"l and scLm ;>u..--::it.:d ��· 
tile lnght �nd an�er That ;Jb<luo.:tccs 
feel at betn� taken J�atnst their wtll. 
accordtn� to llopktns. :\bductces 
..:ommonly report recctvtn� s�mm�­
'Y telepathic messar;:es. such <lS "Do 
not be afraid. We Will not hurt you." 

The bemgs they report are netther 
malicious nor fnendly but chntcal. 
neutral. like "indifferent vetennan­
ans." Stneber says. 

Hopkins has photographs of small. 
scoop like scars on the backs. arms or 
legs of more than a dozen subjects 
who believe they have been abduct­
ed. He speculates the aliens are tak­
ing cell samples - and somehow 
tagging the1r captives, much as a 
sctenttst tags animals ID nature 
studies. 

Hypnotic eyes 
Most of these people report being 

mesmerized by alien eyes: lumtoous. 
black, wrararound eves tltat some­
nmes seem to be smtling. Jr. as 
Stneber says, ··eyt!s that seem:::� sure 
into the deepest core of bemg." 

Hopkins acknowledges h1s 350 
�ours oi tapes ci abduction �tones 
are "intnnsicall:;• unbellevabit!." 

"Agam and agam they say, 'I feel 
like I'm making th1:; up,'" he satd.. 
�Nobody can believe this, even the 
people to whom tt happened. They 
want to beiieve they're Just dream­
ing, but it seems so much like a real 
expenence." 

Hopluns said that. after years of 
research. he believed thilt humens 
were 1-)emr;: abdn::ted fur :!Se ;r. re­
producuve sruates. 

·�fhts is rt!ally off the wall.'' he 
says. "But this 1s wnat it's all about.'' 

�any "abductees·· tell of havmg 
sperm samples taken or of under�So­
:n� ;oT.ecotogtcai <.xams that ;n­
clud� tak:ng �ggs ;rom ovanl!s. 
HopKms sa1d. 

In Intruders. Kathie Davis (a 
pseudonym given her by HopKins l 
recalls a "dream" of alien bemgs' 
removmg her fetns. The next day, 
the lndtanapollS woman. who was 
two months pregnant. suffered what 
doctors called an unexplamed lost 
pregnancy. Hoprjns' book also tn· 
eludes the tesumony of etght other 
women who. like Davts. say the 
altens showed them babtes that the 
women felt powerfully were their 
own, half-human. half-alien. 

. 
Established science remams skep­

tical of the existence of UFOs and 
just as skepucal of accounts of alien 
abduct ions. Astronomer Car! Sa�an 
says t hat after thousands of stght· 
mgs. no one has yet produced physi­
cal ev1dence from an alien ship. 

Phtlip Mornson, a professor at the 
�assachusetts Institute of Technol­
ogy ;�nd one of the world's leading 
phystctsts. satd 1n a recent tnterv1ew 
on abduction cases: "Go mto a state 
hospllal. and every lOth person wtll 
tell vou the same labducuonl story." 

r�.:lip J. K1;J�. ···"'1n• nf t·.=-o!·.,. 
Purol:c Decl!t.·•rl., . •  � 'inc't., :e� · 
\E:nt ·�etr ecrtlr ·lmtlar ktun;:�o ta · 
bused on medl:l

.
accounts.'P:�ul K:lr 

ch:IW'!lan ot the Commtnee for S 
cnuftc Exrl:�ca!lon for C1<�ims of t 
Paranormal. says abductton rep0 
":�re on the fnnges of sctence ficttc 
What do you think of people who � 
p10k elephants? Have you heard 
bal I ucmogemcs ? Sch tzophrentcs? 

Sagan's advtce to "abductees.'' H. 
kins says, IS "Grab somethmg a 
run out of the room." 

Rendered immobile 
Yet in every case researched 

Hopkins, "abductees" report be: 
powerless to act He told"'()f one 

.. , 
ductee," "a big, tall Army officer 
macho guy,'' who resol<led to n, 
But the man told Hopluns that t 
aliens immobilized hun. 

"He JUSt stood there. A little g 
wnh long fingers Just took him 
the 'KTlst and led him out of the roc 
like a oaby. 

EfforTs to find trnct>5 of cedL 
procedures :�llegedly performed 
:.'le aliens atso have fatled. Tweo 
prople tntervJewed by Hopkins. i 
cludtnll; Stneber. have reported \: 
der tlypnosts the msernon of 
needle through a nostnl mto t. 
tram. JnO the ImPiaotatlOO of a tir 
diamond-�hapt!d object. .;tneber o 
derwent a CAT scan that fallEd 
reveal sucb an implant 

Sach a discovery would go a !-• 
wey toward convmcin sc1ence u. 
humans have contacted alien beu::.r 
accordtn� to Robert Koch. a Un1v1 
suv of Pen!lSY!vart proH!ssor oi • 
trooo·;stcs and astronomy. 

"Suppostog one actually �t 
across a o1ecc of rnachtnery. :u>pa; 
tus. art11ac1. that l:terl!oi:: couldn t 
mode on Sart:t.'' Kocn s.ud. ":t mtl' 
::li! an :1 by of two :ne:n.oer mt:: 
that Simply couldn': !>e :ntxed be 
on Earth or a synthetic �ahnc • 

wa.."n't known on Eanh. a ::a�e 
ot cloth, or paper. tr.. , ... technoJr 
eXIstS o develop. A sa:::Jple cf t. 
unfamiliar would be \'ery power-: 
testimony for the extnterr m�:... 

"As long as tt resr� o an!'<:d": 
informauon, the ge..1era · · ..:.lgmc 
of people who are 1n1ormec 
thiDk about thlS lS that 1t Will rem .. 
unprovea." 

Jacobs says peo;'lt who bel e• 
they have been abduc ed St\OUIC..: 
be ndiCUJed. ' 

"We're not deal!n� With ma."S !l• 
lucmauons or mass h)"S:ena or n 
collecll\'e unconsciOUS." he saH! 
deal wtth 'abductees· ID Ph1ladt 
phta, and they are 1ust ordmat} p. 
pie who work and r;:o about the 
lives. but this thtn� has happened 
them. The pos31btltry that these ::>e 
pie are saymg thinliS l:"lat <�<:tual 
occurred to them must be taken :;c,, 
ously. The trauma tne� �pt·nence 
JUSt mcredtblc. You c.:mnot say the: 
are crazy people and lt .lJl.St cou r 
have happened." 


